CHAPTER XIII
THE QUESTION OF MARRIAGE

rT^HE subject of the Prince of Wales's marriage
I    was considered important enough for the publi-
JL   cation of a pamphlet in 1922.  The writer of this
extraordinary essay took it upon himself to offer the
Prince some advice in the matter.   "As the Prince of
Wales is now in his 28th year," he wrote, "the question
of his marriage is one that for many urgent reasons is
ripe for settlement.   Akeady it has been fully and
freely discussed in all parts of the Empire, for it is not
merely a matter of supreme importance to himself and
his Royal parents;  it also affects the well-being and
happiness of many millions of his future subjects."
The writer then looked round Europe and reluctantly
admitted that there was a dearth of eligible ladies in
other Courts.   But he was not to be denied.   He had
his own suggestion to make. With something approach-
ing second sight and with quite disarming boldness he
brought it forward:  "There is one solution of the
difficulty that would be immensely popular with the
British people and would give pleasure and satisfaction
wherever the English tongue is known.   The English
people desire above all things that the Prince of Wales
should marry an English lady, and believe that among
the ranks of our aristocracy one might be found who
would worthily uphold the august dignity of a future
Queen of England."

In this matter of marriage the Prince contended with
some of his greatest problems; for his position as heir
to the Throne, and the publicity which attended his
daily life, helped to make a question which for every
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